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The 

Church Chimes 

 

I 
 have had problems writing this Chimes article. I thought it was writer’s block. It wasn’t that, I could write sermons 

and emails. I thought I might be sick, so I went to the Doctor. He suggested I might be lazy. This, of course, motivat-

ed me to write, but the theme, the ideas just wouldn’t percolate to the surface. I realized what I was facing was “too 

much change paralyzation.” I made up a word for that condition because I believe it is real. Some change can be 

good, some change can be too much, to the point that it paralyzes forward progress. 

 

This summer I have experienced a number of changes in a row: moving to a new office, going to Germany to visit a ter-

minally ill cousin, then upon return, hearing of his death, moving into the office, going to Virginia seeing cousins I haven’t 

seen for 20 years, as well an old college roommate whom I have not seen in 38 years, then on to Quantico to say good-

bye to a young marine who was shipping off to Niger, then study leave in California to take an introductory course in 

Islam, then back again to move into the new office. I felt like a spear hurtling through the summer, not knowing exactly 

where I would land. I have “change paralyzation.” So why write about it? 

 

I think as a congregation, we have been through an extraordinary change cycle during the past 3 years and 5 months we 

have been away from our church building (I still think of it as ours – even though by law it belongs to someone else). 

Our congregation was in the same place for 220 years, steadily growing and setting down roots, making a difference in 

peoples’ lives. Now we are starting all over, not yet able to build even a log meeting house! 

 

I recall Israel, from the days of Joseph until Moses living in Egypt. They spent 430 years there. Mostly, their experience 

was bad. There was some good – but it was just a place for Israel to be until they inherited the promise given to Abra-

ham. Well, moving on, but not changing the subject drastically, they wanted to leave Egypt because they were slaves. I 

imagine even Tahiti would be bad for someone who is a slave. Their attitude was understandable. Then change hap-

pened. A change they welcomed – God sent Moses and Moses lead the Israelites out of Egypt and away from slavery. 

But by and by, the Israelites experienced “change paralyzation.” They moved from place to place, never stopping long 

enough to put down roots, while at the same time wanting more than anything to have a place of their own. 

 

Finally, after many years, a whole generation, they went home. Along the way they learned to deal with “change paraly-

zation” because God changed them and formed them into a people, who through bitter experiences learned to trust 

God for things not seen. They found God trustworthy and generous in His blessings. They dealt with “change paralyza-

tion” by following God from one place to another. God continued to work in and through Israel to fill the whole world 

with the truth about Himself. You might call Israel the tip of the spear that God used to drive His truth through a shield 

of a dark world. A truth that changes hearts protected by a bulwark of self-deception. 

 

From September 9 through October 19 we will embark on another 6 week campaign in which we will be equipped with 

the tools to share the Good News of our faith. That Good News, the story of the Gospel, is the spear point of the 

Church. Through that message God changes the world, and He also changes the messenger. 

 

The way to overcome “change paralyzation” is to look to God. Even in change a clarifying question, “What are we al-

ways to do for God wherever we are?” I’ll leave it to you to fill in the blank! 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 



 

Small Group 3151 Challenge starts the week of September 9th.  What is the 3151 Challenge? It is an evangelism cam-

paign done through the Sunday School or small group ministry. During the campaign, every group member is encour-

aged to take the 3151 Challenge: 

3 – Pray for three lost friends daily 

1 – Learn a Gospel presentation 

5 – Invite five people to attend their group 

1 – Share the Gospel at least one time. 

 

Thank You to Maura 

 

We would like to thank Maura 

Kelly for her service to Peters 

Creek EPC as our Church Ac-

countant for the past 3 1/2 

years. We had a reception for 

Maura on Sunday, August 26th 

for a job “well done”. Individual 

cards and gifts of appreciation 

may be mailed directly to Maura 

if you were unable to attend. 

Her home address is:  302 Sug-

arwood Drive, Venetia, PA 

15367. Please make checks pay-

able to Maura Kelly. 

Women's Morning Bible Study  
 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study will meet Monday 

mornings from 9:30 to 11:30 am in St David's Confer-

ence Room.   We will be reviewing and then continu-

ing our Spring study, Relying on The Holy Spirit,  by 

Charles Stanley.  It is not too late to join this 

study.  Contact Susan Prosser for more infor-

mation.  The study begins on September 17th. 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

Join the men at Bob Evans (Peters) for our monthly 

breakfast on September 8 at 9:00 a.m. We meet 

monthly on the second Saturday of the month. All are 

welcome! 



The Sierra Leone Project 
 

The September Monthly Mission is The Sierra Leone Pro-

ject.  Sierra Leone is an ongoing mission field in the Evan-

gelical Presbyterian Church’s Engage 2025 Initiative 

through which the EPC has made a specific commitment 

to plant churches and spread the Gospel in the most un-

reached areas of the Muslim world.  The Sierra Leone 

Project was initiated by our own Presbytery of the Alle-

ghenies through their EduNations organization and con-

stitutes the EPC’s primary outreach to that country.  

 

Sierra Leone, located on the west coast of Africa, is 

slightly larger than South Carolina in territory and has a 

population of approximately 4.7 million people with an 

average life expectancy of only 35 years. Sierra Leone has 

a very poor economy, a declining infrastructure, and de-

teriorating health conditions – especially in the rural are-

as. Religious beliefs vary with only 10% of the population 

identifying themselves as Christian. The rest of the popu-

lation claim to be Muslim or to follow a variety of other 

religious groups that believe natural phenomena 

(including animals, plants, and often inanimate objects) 

possess a spiritual essence. 

 

Founded in 2004, EduNations initially focused exclusively 

on building schools and providing Christian-based educa-

tion to children in mostly-Muslim communities in Sierra 

Leone.  Since then, EduNations has built 14 schools 

which now have over 100 teachers and staff that serve 

about 3,000 students in six different communities.  While 

continuing to offer free Christian-based education, 

EduNations has expanded its work into providing health 

care services to their students and their families. In some 

villages, that means working with an established govern-

ment clinic to supplement available services or provide 

transportation to enable students and their families to 

travel to local clinics. However, in the village of Rokassa, 

where there was no health care facility within an hour’s 

drive, EduNations built the Orfonthy Community Health 

Center, which first opened in October of 2017 and, to-

day, is continuing to expand its services. 

Your contributions this month will support the ongoing 

work of EduNations at the Orfonthy Health Center in 

providing Christian-based healthcare services to people 

of the village of Rokassa as well as many surrounding vil-

lages.  

September 

Mission of the Month 



When the year ends it seems appropriate to reflect on the previous year.  This summer I’ve spent time 
reflecting on the youth ministry at Peters Creek EPC.  As difficult as it might be, it is beneficial and produc-
tive to spend time reflecting on the things that didn’t work well and need to change.  Sure, it certainly 
makes you feel better to reflect on the good, but that is not necessarily beneficial to growth in your minis-
try. Therefore, I spent a great deal of time reflecting on the weaknesses in this ministry and how we can 
fix these weaknesses in order to make the group stronger.  I say stronger and not bigger because I believe 
growth will happen organically when we take the time and effort to develop and strengthen the group we 
have. That is my focus this year. I would like to see more of the youth of our church to grow and develop 
in their relationship with God and their relationship with the community of Peters Creek EPC.  I read an 
article recently discussing the advantages of small youth groups. The article brought me great encourage-
ment. Below are the five advantages, as discussed in the article, of a small youth group. These are the 
unique benefits that I want us to capitalize on as we continue to strengthen this ministry within our 
church. 

FIVE ADVANTAGES OF SMALL YOUTH GROUPS 

1.  A sense of community. Everyone knows each other’s names, each other’s families, parents, 
interests, personalities, etc. When someone is missing from a youth group meeting, others notice 
and can follow-up without having to check an impersonal attendance sheet. 

2. Easier to focus. You can’t do everything and you know it. A smaller group often makes it easier 
to focus on doing one or two things really well and allowing the lesser important things to fall 
away. 

3. Welcoming to outsiders. It’s easier to notice when a visitor shows up at a youth group meeting. 
That newcomer can quickly feel accepted and loved by the entire group. 

4. Easy to stay in touch. You can say, “Good morning!” to every kid in your youth group just by 
sending a single text message with multiple recipients. 

5. Be in-tune with their lives. You can know the needs, struggles, hopes, dreams and failures of 
every kid. This allows you to be very specific in what you teach and how you teach it at youth 
group meetings. 

 
Upcoming Youth Group Events: 
September 23rd - IGNITION 2018 @ South Hills Bible Chapel 
   We will meet at St. David’s and car pool over to the Bible chapel.  More information to come. 
October 14th - Youth Group Kick-off Event @ St. David’s 

    6:30-8:30pm. 



Children’s Ministry News 
August 2018 

 

On Sundays:   
 
Although it wasn’t always taken advantage of, Nursery care was offered throughout the summer, so that any 
mom or dad with young children could consider attending the Adult Sunday School Class, which continued 
on throughout July and August! 
 
We are grateful to our regular caregivers, Maercy and Ethan Campion, Stephanie Anderson, and Victoria 
Maentz, as well as to our volunteers, Barb Mullen, Celine Rothaar, Melissa Maronde, and Gina Beinhauer, for 
making sure nursery care is always an option! 
 
Children’s Church has also been offered on every Sunday. Thank you, Barb Wylie, for subbing for me while I 
was away; and Thank you to Renee Ho and sons, and also to Susan Prosser, for taking care of the setup and 
teardown during my absence! 
 

(McKenna Jeswilkowski, and Caleb Hutchison, on the new play structure outside)  



In addition to our usual times of prayer for one another, and to our lessons about “How to Love (as Jesus asks 
us to)”, it has been nice to be able to “get our wiggles out” on the playground for the first few minutes of 
each Children’s Church session this summer! 

 
 (Caleb Hutchison and Ian Maentz relishing a special snack) 

 

 
As a Service Event, we had a mini-cleanup 
day at St David’s on August 25. Three boys 
and three adults worked hard, both out-
side and indoors!  
 
We did away with many a weed around 
the bushes outside of the Parish Hall; and 
we wiped down the windows, windowsills 
and heaters in the big playroom. 
 
I’m sorry I forgot to take pictures, I got all 
caught up in the action! 

Special Events:   



Very soon now, it’ll be time for the next Sunday School KickOff Celebration on Sunday, 
September 9 at 9:45 a.m.!! 
 
 Every September is another season for us to look around and marvel how fast our 
church’s kids have grown, and what classes they’ve grown into!  
 
Look for games, snacks, and surprises on KickOff Sunday, and invite a friend! Children 
and teachers may also each want to bring one special item that they can use as a “show 
and tell” object about their summer. 

 

 

 
I am very grateful, and the children will be blessed, to have the following Sunday School Teachers: 

Preschool – Scott Maronde and Lynn Hutchison 

Grades K-2 Sandy McMurray, Nancy Maronde, and Cyndi Taylor 

Grades 3 – 6 Dianne Keller and Katie Brandt 

 

Soon after the KickOff Celebration on September 9, after worship, we’ll have our annual All-Church Picnic. It’ll be held 

12:something o’clock (following the morning service) at the Elm Grove Park Shelter. 

Besides amazing food, there will be fun games, races, bubbles, and more, so plan on bringing friends and family! 

 

 

 

       As always, please let me know if you ever have any questions, comments, or suggestions for the 
Children’s Ministry! 

 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Katie Brandt 

COMING UP NEXT:  



 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

Crosstitchers 

Crafts, Fellowship and Mission are what "knits" the Crosstitchers group 

together. The Crosstitchers will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 

the month from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm in St. David’s Conference Room. 

Bring your own needlework or craft project, or work on a group project.  

Contact Susan Prosser for more information at 724-942-5427. Our first 

meeting will be September 5th. 

Pre-Worship Fun, Fellowship, and Service Opportunity 

We need to fill several 

vacancies on our Sunday 

Morning Parish Hall Set-

up Teams.  Sunday 

morning setup is critical 

to providing a functional and aesthetic environment for our worship time 

and is a great time of fun and fellowship.  Setup starts at 9:00 a.m. and 

includes getting all the chairs, tables, banners, and audio/video equipment 

in place and ready to go for our worship service.  We are usually done 

with setup by around 10:00 but if you teach/attend Sunday School or par-

ticipate in choir you can just leave setup when it’s time for you to go. 

There are lots of different duties in setup, some requiring a bit of 

strength (moving tables/speakers/chairs) and others not so much (setting 

up the info desk, coffee table, and candles, cross and Bible on the com-

munion table, etc.).  Volunteers of all ages and capabilities are wel-

come.  We are looking for individuals who can commit to being part of a 

team that serves on a regular basis on either the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, or 5th 

Sunday of each month.  Please contact the church office or Carl Maronde 

(724-941-4541) if you want to help with this very important aspect of our 

worship experience.  

Choir News 

The Choir has resumed practice on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. at 

St. David’s. New members are always welcome. Please talk to Eric Beeko 

the Director of Music Ministry if you are interested in joining the choir. 

New Member Class Starts Sunday, September 16th  

We will be holding a four-week session New Members Class beginning 

Sunday, September 16th through Sunday, October 7th.  Classes will meet 

immediately following the Sunday Worship Service.  If you are interested 

in joining Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church, please call the 

church office at 724-941-6210 to register for the class.  


